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Liberal senator calls for Air India inquiry
{

OTTAWA -- Liberal Senator Mobina Jaffer has joined the call for an inquiry into the Air India
bombing, suggesting it is shameful that Ottawa called a quick probe into the sponsorship scandal,
but is delaying an investigation into Canada's worst-ever mass murder.

In a reference to the Gomery inquiry, the B.C. senator said Wednesday: "There was an
immediate inquiry when money was lost. Are our lives not valuable? Are 329 Indo-Canadian
lives not as valuable?"

Jaffer said she is upset the families of the Air India victims even have to request an inquiry since
a B.C. Supreme Court judge last week acquitted two suspects in the 1985 bombing.

"Why do they even have to ask for it? Why doesn't the deputy prime minister come out and say,
'This is not good enough?,' " Jaffer said Wednesday from Khartoum, Sudan, where she is on a
mission as a Canadian peace envoy.

"I am from the same caucus as (Anne McLellan). I have great respect for her. She's a very
competent person, but I can't help but think, 'Why is it different for us?' "

By 'us' the Ugandan-born Jaffer was referring to Canadians with South-Asian roots.

McLellan, speaking for the government on the inquiry issue, has outraged the families of victims
by ruling out an inquiry because she says she does not see what such a probe might find that
years of police investigation and prosecution have not unearthed.

Opposition Leader Stephen Harper has called for a probe.

McLellan has said she is willing to meet with victims' families to discuss the case.





Ripudaman Singh Malik and Ajaib Singh Bagri were found not guilty of conspiracy and murder
over the attack on Flight 182 as well as a bomb that killed a pair of baggage handlers at Tokyo's
Narita Airport.

In his ruling, Judge Ian Bruce Josephson cited flaws in Canadian Security Intelligence Service
conduct as having damaged the prosecution's case.

Although out of Canada, Jaffer felt so strongly about the inquiry controversy that she issued a
statement calling for the probe into the handling ofthe investigation into the bombing.

Herb Dhaliwal, senior minister for B.C. under former prime minister Jean Chretien, this week
also called for an inquiry, noting federal Liberals called for a probe while in opposition and, in
government, promised one once the investigation was concluded.

Jaffer said she has encountered many of the families of the dead over the years in Vancouver,
and has been haunted by their despair. She said she was especially struck by children left without
parents due to the bombing, whom she has seen grow up over the years.

Susheel Gupta, spokesman for the Air India Victims Families Association, welcomed Jaffer's
support.

"She is a Liberal senator, so she is part ofthat team ofthe Liberal party," said Gupta, an Ottawa
lawyer whose mother died on Air India Flight 182.

At the time, Gupta was 12.

"(Jaffer) is amongst (Liberal) ranks, so that's why she is so important."

Gupta said he is expecting other Liberals to speak out against federal-government resistance to
an mqUIry.

Federal Health Minister Ujjal Dosanjh, a former B.C. premier, said there should be some
discussion of an inquiry after the Crown in B.C. has decided whether it will appeal the verdicts.

As a Vancouver lawyer, Dosanjh criticized the Sikh extremism central to the trial and was beaten
in an attack as a result.

"I've spoken to the members of the victims' families. I know many ofthem personally. Some
have called me. I have called some myself. They obviously are calling for an inquiry.

"I understand the angst, but I have said what needs to be done and how it ought to be done," said
Dosanjh.

Vancouver Province





PUBLICATION: The Ottawa Citizen

DATE: 2005.03.24

EDITION: Final

SECTION: News

PAGE: A5

SOURCE: CanWest News Service

National: Liberal Senator joins Air India inquiry call

Liberal Senator Mobina Jaffer has joined the call for an inquiry into the Air India bombing,
suggesting it is shameful the federal Liberals called a quick probe into the sponsorship scandal,
but are delaying an investigation into Canada's worst mass murder. In a reference to the Gomery
inquiry, the B.C. senator said yesterday: "There was an immediate inquiry when money was lost.
Are our lives not valuable? Are 329 Indo-Canadian lives not as valuable?"
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Senator Jaffer calls for Air India bombing probe: Liberal
calls government's inaction shameful

OTTAWA -- Liberal Sen. Mobina Jaffer has joined the call for an inquiry into the Air India
bombing, suggesting it's shameful that Ottawa called a quick probe into the sponsorship scandal
but won't launch an investigation into Canada's worst mass murder.

"There was an immediate inquiry when money was lost," said the B.C. senator, referring to the
ongoing Gomery inquiry. "Are 329 Indo-Canadian lives not as valuable?"

Jaffer said the families of the Air India victims shouldn't even have to ask for an inquiry
following last week's B.C. Supreme Court acquittal of two suspects in the 1985 bombing.

"Why doesn't the deputy prime minister come out and say, 'This is not good enough?'" the
Ugandan-born Jaffer said yesterday from Khartoum, Sudan, where she is on a mission as a
Canadian peace envoy.

McLellan, speaking for the government, has outraged the families of victims by ruling out a
probe, saying she could not see what such an inquiry might find that years of police investigation
and prosecution did not unearth.

Opposition Leader Stephen Harper has called for an inquiry.

Ripudaman Singh Malik and Ajaib Singh Bagri were found not guilty of conspiracy and murder
in the attack on Flight 182 as well as a bomb that killed a pair of baggage handlers at Tokyo's
Narita Airport.

In his ruling, Judge Ian Bruce Josephson cited flaws in Canadian Security Intelligence Service
conduct as having damaged the prosecution's case.





Fonner B.C. MP Herb Dhaliwal has also called for an inquiry, noting federal Liberals called for
a probe while in opposition and, in government, said one would be held once the police probe
had ended.

Jaffer said she has encountered many of the families ofthe dead over the years in Vancouver,
and has been haunted by their despair. She said she was especially struck by children, whom she
has watched grow up, left without parents due to the bombing.

Susheel Gupta, spokesman for the Air India Victims Families Association, welcomed Jaffer's
support. ibailey@png.canwest.com
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Demand swells for inquiry

OTTAWA - Liberal Senator Mohina Jaffer has joined the call for an inquiry into the Air India
bombing, suggesting it is shameful that Ottawa called a quick probe into the sponsorship scandal,
but is delaying an investigation into Canada's worst-ever mass murder.

In a reference to the Gomery inquiry, the B.C. senator said Wednesday: "There was an
immediate inquiry when money was lost. Are our lives not valuable? Are 329 Indo-Canadian
lives not as valuable?"

Jaffer said she is upset the families of the Air India victims even have to request an inquiry since
a B.C. Supreme Court judge last week acquitted two suspects in the 1985 bombing.

"Why do they even have to ask for it? Why

doesn't the deputy prime minister come out and say, 'This is not good enough?,'" Jaffer said on
Wednesday from Khartoum, Sudan, where she is on a mission as a Canadian peace envoy.

"I am from the same caucus as (Anne McLellan). I have great respect for her. She's a very
competent person, but I can't help but think, 'Why is it different for us?' " By 'us' the U gandan
born Jaffer was referring to Canadians with South-Asian roots.

Opposition Leader Stephen Harper has called for a probe. McLellan has said she is willing to
meet with victims' families to discuss the case.
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Demand for Air India inquiry swells: Senator asks why
investigation is delayed; opposition leader calls for probe

Liberal Senator Mobina Jaffer has joined the call for an inquiry into the Air India bombing,
suggesting it is shameful that Ottawa called a quick probe into the sponsorship scandal, but is
delaying an investigation into Canada's worst-ever mass murder.

In a reference to the Gomery inquiry, the B.C. senator said yesterday: "There was an immediate
inquiry when money was lost. Are our lives not valuable? Are 329 Indo-Canadian lives not as
valuable?"

Jaffer said she is upset the families of the Air India victims even have to request an inquiry since
a B.C. Supreme Court judge last week acquitted two suspects in the 1985 bombing.

"Why do they even have to ask for it? Why doesn't the deputy prime minister come out and say,
'This is not good enough?' " Jaffer said yesterday from Khartoum, Sudan, where she is on a
mission as a Canadian peace envoy.

"I am from the same caucus as (Deputy Prime Minister Anne McLellan). I have great respect for
her. She's a very competent person, but I can't help but think, 'Why is it different for us?' "

By "us," the Ugandan-born Jaffer was referring to Canadians with South Asian roots.

McLellan, speaking for the government on the inquiry issue, has outraged the families of victims
by ruling out an inquiry because she says she does not see what such a probe might find that
years of police investigation and prosecution have not unearthed.

Opposition leader Stephen Harper has called for a probe.

dtSearch 6.21 (6345)





PUBLICATION: The Leader-Post (Regina)
DATE: 2005.03.24

EDITION: Final

SECTION: News

PAGE: A7

BYLINE: Ian Bailey
SOURCE: CanWest News Service

DATELINE: OTTAWA

Liberal senator calls for Air India inquiry

OTTAWA -- Liberal Senator Mobina Jaffer has joined the call for an inquiry into the Air India
bombing, suggesting it is shameful that Ottawa called a quick probe into the sponsorship scandal,
but is delaying an investigation into Canada's worst-ever mass murder.

In a reference to the Gomery inquiry, the B.C. senator said Wednesday: "There was an
immediate inquiry when money was lost. Are our lives not valuable? Are 329 Indo-Canadian
lives not as valuable?"

Jaffer said she is upset the families ofthe Air India victims even have to request an inquiry since
a B.C. Supreme Court judge last week acquitted two suspects in the 1985 bombing.

"Why do they even have to ask for it? Why doesn't the deputy prime minister come out and say,
'This is not good enough?,'" Jaffer said Wednesday from Khartoum, Sudan, where she is on a
mission as a Canadian peace envoy.

"I am from the same caucus as (Anne McLellan). I have great respect for her. She's a very
competent person, but I can't help but think, 'Why is it different for us?' "

By 'us' the Ugandan-born Jaffer was referring to Canadians with South-Asian roots.

McLellan, speaking for the government on the inquiry issue, has outraged the families of victims
by ruling out an inquiry because she says she does not see what such a probe might find that
years of police investigation and prosecution have not unearthed.

Opposition Leader Stephen Harper has called for a probe.

McLellan has said she is willing to meet with victims' families to discuss the case.





Ripudaman Singh Malik and Ajaib Singh Bagri were found not guilty of conspiracy and murder
over the attack on Flight 182 as well as a bomb that killed a pair of baggage handlers at Tokyo's
Narita Airport.

In his ruling, Judge Ian Bruce Josephson cited flaws in Canadian Security Intelligence Service
conduct as having damaged the prosecution's case.

Although out of Canada, Jaffer felt so strongly about the inquiry controversy that she issued a
statement calling for the probe into the handling ofthe investigation into the bombing.

Herb Dhaliwal, senior minister for B.c. under former prime minister Jean Chretien, this week
also called for an inquiry, noting federal Liberals called for a probe while in opposition and, in
government, promised one once the investigation was concluded.

Jaffer said she has encountered many ofthe families of the dead over the years in Vancouver,
and has been haunted by their despair. She said she was especially struck by children left without
parents due to the bombing, whom she has seen grow up over the years.

Susheel Gupta, spokesman for the Air India Victims Families Association, welcomed Jaffer's
support.

"She is a Liberal senator, so she is part ofthat team of the Liberal party," said Gupta, an Ottawa
lawyer whose mother died on Air India Flight 182.

At the time, Gupta was 12.

"(Jaffer) is amongst (Liberal) ranks, so that's why she is so important."

Gupta said he is expecting other Liberals to speak out against federal-government resistance to
an inquiry.

Federal Health Minister Ujjal Dosanjh, a former B.C. premier, said there should be some
discussion of an inquiry after the Crown in B.C. has decided whether it will appeal the verdicts.

As a Vancouver lawyer, Dosanjh criticized the Sikh extremism central to the trial and was beaten
in an attack as a result.

"rve spoken to the members of the victims' families. I know many ofthem personally. Some
have called me. I have called some myself. They obviously are calling for an inquiry.

"I understand the angst, but I have said what needs to be done and how it ought to be done," said
Dosanjh.

Vancouver Province




